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THE rm between the Federal and State goverriments
widened yesterday with the Federal Government decision

—to endsand mining on Fraser
A period of major confronta

The Premier (Mr. Bjelke-Peterse

Island by December 31.
tion appears to be ahead.

n) is pul no punches and is return-

ing to his anti-Federal Government isolationist Queensland stance. of the

Whitlam.éra.
The Deputy Premier and Libera

| Le’ode:r(er. Knox) is certain ta E;ock

him. The joint Goveérnment parties yesterday passed a motion criticising the

Federal Government's action.

nrgently altermative long
term employment plans
for- the - Maryborough-
Hervey Bay district.

> He said" it would be
tragic if workers and
their families were forced

Angry and bitter,
ay tol

the
old

chamber, an unusual
for ane:
“This is & politcal ce-
pease

‘Keep jobs’
“The logical decision
would have been to keep
men employed and keep
Lhe opennon zomc

said he
\ould‘not go to Mel-
bourne and Sydney at
the next Federsi-elec-
tion to help Federal Par-

.. share. a5,
he'had done 1a8t Veat.
Wefed that
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o leave the area to find

e would /n

toroughout _Queensland
8s e did in 1975.when he
fought to_help ‘oust the
Whitlam_Labor Govern-

\¢r Burns said_the lat-
est figures showed 943

ment. mnsz;eu uneu'u‘;lo ed in
riot, with only 30

‘Centralistl o vounis
‘The P‘edz'nl -State con-
Mr. Bjelke-Petersen frontation began yester-
ani ¥ rday’ _there day when the Premier

“The New Sot

and Victorian Fede
Parliamentdrians  who

influenced h.\m are prob-
bt

There were legitimate
interests in conservation
1o consider, as well as le-
gitimate interests in ‘the
haj w — but employment and well-
they wont pe for long being of the people in the

“1 challenge them to area.
But

saw the Federal Transt for any ‘aid 'in com-
port Minister (Mr, Nix- pensating the mining in-
o) and the Environment  dustry.
Minister (Mr. Newman)  Mr.

Bjelke-Petersen
00

in his Parliament House said an amount of SIf

office. million over 23 vears had

Mr. Bjelke-Petersen been reported as possible
told the press confer- compensation. Sand min-
ence: “They suggested ing was worth more than

the Federal Government
run Fraser Island in con-
Jjunction with the State
Government,
“I told them it was a
State matter and I also
DT dom't want to
have anything“further to
do with you.,”
Bjelke- Frlex~m1

56,400,000 a year to
Maryborough.

The Premier said the

State Government had to

aser Island
Legal advice
was_against a challenge
in the High Court.

A source close to Mr.
Bjelk ~Pelersen paid y
terday: Prime Min-
istor hasn't_ backed the

e

made it clear T couldn't Premier on any projects
believe this would hap-- The . Promier has had
en. enough.

He said Mr. Nixon told _The National _Party
hifit there would be ret- State president (Mr. R.
raining schemes and fi- Sparkes)  said last
nance -Tor relocating night that his party was
unemployed. But there concerned that it had not

had been nothing speci{- been possible to arrive at
ic. & compromise. A phasing-

The Premier said he out period of even two
told Mr. Newman that years could have per-
the Federal Government mitted miners and their
should not families to rearrange
Queensland Government their lives.

CANBERRA.— The Prime Minister (Mr. Fraser) told Federal Parlia-
ment yesterdoy the decision on Fraser Island had been difficult.

In a letter sent to the
Queensland Premier (Mr.
Bjelke-Petersen) with
the Transport Minister
(Mr. Nixon) and the En-
vironment Minister (Mr.
Newman) yesterday, Mr.

Mr. Newman said the
Commonwealth wits most
concerned to assist
people affected to find
suitable alternative em-
ployment, — but the Fed-
eral and State Govern-

g0 to Maryborough and the Government Fraser proposed further ments, and employers
falk to the people whase felt compelled (0 acoepl  Commonwealth - State and unions concerned,
jobs the; k the environmental in-  consultations. , must act in a co-oper-
They uouwm Pave the quiry’s recommendation  He said -in his letter ative and constructive

¢ exports of miner- these consultations would  way.
The State Oppesition very real coverspecial —arrange- At 2 Dréss conference
er 1} concern” for the people ments to be made by the later, Mr. Newman sai
Loiay saked ME- Fracee mvoved 1n. the mining  Employment and Indus-. it was “silly” for Mr.
by telegram fo announce ~enterpris trinl Relations Depart-. Bjelke-Petersen to say
ment, the of ihe Federal Government

forestry on the mainland

and the development of

-the tourist potential of

P‘mser Island and . the
region.

Mr. said  his

Government’s policy was

was chasing _ votes

Sydney and Melbourne.
He also said the ques-

tion of compensation for

vuld be dlscusaed h) the
Government.

However one senior
Government—source. said
last night it was doubtrul
if “much or any” com-
pensation would be e
to the company, because
it had known that when

* the_original export Ii-
cences-were granted that
they were.conditional on

the findings.of the envie
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tal inquiry.
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Told House
M. Newman Tormally
announced the  Goverri-

ment's decision 'in_ Par-

vernment.:
have heard the bad news.
‘prehensive review -of thé. Now we are wmlm( for
.environmental  features the good ne
of ,Fraser Island and the x|
impact of the sand min-’ t..,“'n:‘u jobs =
ing industry. oge 12. {

Mr. Newman said-Fra-
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EMISSARIES from Canberra in the Parlia-
ment House office of the Premier (Mr.
Bjelke-Petersen) yesterday. Waiting for
him to finish a telephone call were (from
left) the Federal Transport Minister (Mr,
Nixon), the Federal Environment Minister
(MryNewman) ud ‘the. Federal.Natlonal
Country Party Member for Wide Bay
{Mr, Millar).

Next it's
uranium

From WALLACE BROWN _

CANBERRA.— The Federal Government is
expected now to move on to the big national
issue of uranium mining.

Several Ministers last
night -sald they antici-
pated that the Govern-
ment would agree-to-the ing broadly the recom-
mining and export of mendations of = expert
uranium under strict committees,
con nsand  Mr, Fraser at the
safeguards, as outlined in  week-end promised a
the recent Fox report.  parliamentary debate on

Many Liberal and Na-
tional GCountry -Party
MPs said they expected
this to be the “trade-off”
for the decision' to end
Fraser Iiland sand min-

claim it was being con-
sistent, because in both
cases it would be follow~

may hold this after a

as
sought by the Fox com-
tee: .
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to demonstrate its cun-
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In addition, the' Goy-
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