





Fraser

stands

by mining ‘ban

f Fraser Island

— The Federal Governme:

solve the re-

d g workers, the Prime Minister

(Mr. anr) said last night.
emote control which

He called for a co-0p- T
erative approach to the produced the Eureka
by the Queens- Stockade last century.

land Government, em-

“If this 1 13
ployers and unions. JLthisida; theype o

ecision we can_expect
Mr. Fraser also defend-  {rom the central Govern-
ed the Government's de- ment in Canberra, then
| cision last week to ban we see there is something
sand mining on the is- crook with the environ-
land from the end of ment in Canberra and
next month. perhaps we should close
Mr. Fraser said the de=—down the Government in
—cision—was—evidence of —that olty,he sald:
the Government’s con==' ~

December 2, 'to ask the
Federal Government
delay its decision to end
sand mining on Fraser
Island.

Organisation and _the

tralian  Conservation
Foundation gave Mary-
borough sawmills' written
assurances in May 1975
that they would do noth-  Leadiing the ‘delegation
will be the Widgee Shire

ing to threaten their
supply of “timber from Chairman (Cr. Kevin De
the island, Vere).

A five-man_delegation
was appointed at & Tin
Can Bay public meeting
yesterday-who will go to

erra, - possibly —on

‘The meeting expressed
ifs anger at the Federal
Government for “Inter-
fering~ with State mat~
ters",

cern for Australia’s envi-
nent, now and in the

The State Mines Mif-
ister (Mr. Camm) sac-
cused the Federal Gov-
ernment of using the
sand mining industry on

Te.
“In reaching its deci-
sion the Government has
een most concerned
nhcun Implications
for rectly af-
Iecmd by the-decision.”
e eraser—satd e He sold: The Federil
Government wanted to Government has traded
help people affected to the sand mining oper-
find suitable alternative ations on Fraser Island
employment. for the possible accept-
But, he said, there was ce of uranium mining
no single solution to this —in this country.”
Ie-employment problem. ~Mr. John-Sinelair, who

The State Liberal led the conservationists®
Member for Mary- argument hgainst sand-
bqrnu:h r\n—. Ahson\ mining said last night

‘eder-  conservationists would do
a1 Government's . decl. nothing to threaten sup-

plies of Fraser Island
timber to Maryborough
sawmills.

Mr. Sinclair said the
Fraser Island Defenders

sion to close sand mining
on-Fraser -Istand—within
six weeks for environ-
mental reasons was the
type of government by

Gold prose

inlonghand’




to Fraser .Islancf f

TOURISM was Fraser Island’s biggest hope, but it also represented a potential threat to the
island’s environment, Mr. John Sinclair st

Mr, Sinclair, the Fraser Island Defence Organisation president, said the State Government should appoint rangers.
on the island and support development of tourist facilities.

Government
backing also_would be
needed for schemes pro-
posed to Federal Govern-
ment_representatives. to
compensate the area for
its. mmng loss, he said.

air—spoke-
from Maryborough - on
his return from Can-

er: y
talks with the Premier
k %

during the Premier’s visit
to  Maryborough this
week.

He sald a number of
tourist-orientated  proj-
ects were being consid-
ered by Federal Govern-

~ment-authorities—

There was a need for

trails, ~ shelters

Rangers were needed
1 7

_Included the Mary 1
Irrigation scheme,
of

yesterday.

bridge across the Mary
River hway One

camping which brought
lttering and damage o
the environment.

Mr. Sinclair said it was Show com-
estimated 100,000 people
visited Fraser Island

the irrigation

scheme, Mr._Sinclaic

said: “Advanced design

work has been done. It's

possible work could begin
e pro;

Tent ‘embassy’ planned

MARYBOROUGH. — Two Maryhnmugh Pusiness men will leave for
Canberra today to set u)

control

Embassy” — outside Parliament House.

They will protest at
the Federal Government
decision to end Feaser
Island sand muning.

Mr. George Bezant and,
Mr. Ned Turner will try
to interview Parli

d

mentarians, and at-

tempts are beiny

have the Prime Minister

(Mr. Fraser e

them as = deputation.
Mr. Bezant—said last

night it was imperative
that Maryborough's story
he told in-factual fash-

%o tar the conservation

lobby had had it all its
oun way
and Maryborough was
being _damaged by ad-
verse publicity.

“If one believed the
story told by one con-
servationist out to gain

sympathy, Maryborough
is a city of villians and
hillbillies,” Mr. Bezant
said,

““This area has. suffered
greatly from the roasting
it has.received through
one conservationist, be-
cause it does not go along

an information tent —

in the media,

Mr. Sinclair said he
had not received any in-
sults when he went about
business in Maryborough
vesterday.

He knew of two busi-
Tesses (a service station
and a store) which had
signs advising him not to
shop there.
with his radical line. He sald at least one

“Maryborough is & qui- :n\d been withdrawn af-

iative city, er several people threat-
et, conservative city, an | (o SEYErR BOOR

“Fraser Island |
|

ordinary ~community of | patronage.-
people trying to live or- 1r e-Petersen
dinary live it has | said last night that he
just terrific desire to talk

with Mr. Sinclair.

boot in the backside for |
en I go to Mary-

o real reason.

borough 1t will be to talk
to the people Mr. Sinclair
has put out of a job,” he
sald

The Forestry Minister
(Mr. Tomkins) sald yes-

rday ho-believed there-
was llttle prospect of a

logging operat-
lons on Fraser I

He said timber inter-
s 1 Mag
expressed
for the continuation ax[
their industry, following
the Federal Govern-
ment's sandmining ban
on the sland.

The —report—said—the
commissioners were im- ||
pressed both by the For- |

artment's re- |
Shonsinle atitude to-
* wards the island’s log-
ging operations and the
onious working |
relationehip between 1t
and_the Maryborough
sawmilling  companies |
Processing the timber.'

The ‘annual timber ex-
traction was_limited to
22,500 cubic metres.






