—Ministers —{n-—

itation ‘but felt that as
the mining was in
Queensiand and jobs

wore séstake, the—
Queensland =nd Com-
monwealith —Government




THE Prime Minister (Mr. Fraser-)

and the Queensland Mines

Minister (Mr. Camm) differed publicly ycsterduy on the Fraser
Is-lund sag ining issue.

Mr. Fraser in his ugu!of waekly radio tolk mdieuhll

to his electorate that he supporhd an and to sond l'llillil'l’
.on Fraser Island.> -

MF. Camm suld the hvehhood of ubout 1000 people
could be jeopardised if sand mining on Fraser Island was

prevented.

And the Queensland Conservation Council- ,mlarduy called on
the Queensland Government te face the facts and accept the recom-
mendations of the Fraser Island environmental inquiry.

The inquiry report, re-
leased two weeks ago,
Tecorrmmended At Al
sand mining on the 1s-

" land stop and that no ex-

—~sponsibility to make sure

port licences be issued.
Mr. Fraser sald the

Federal Government

fully recognised Iits re-

that Fraser Island, as
part of the national heri-
tage, was not lost to fu-
ture generations.

1t wasconscious that=a-
number of people were
dependent for their live-

slihpod on Fraser Island's

mining operations.

“We must, however,
take decisions that will
be to the lasting advan-
tage of the entife com-
munity,” he said.

Spotlight
Mr. Fraser said that
both the Fraser Island
report and the findings

- of the. Ranger uranium

F]

environméntal inquiry’s
first Teport had turned
spotlight on to the

Govérnment’s  enviro-
mental polleies. o
‘““The Government's

stand &n the environment
is clear,”-he said.

‘*We . recognuse the
quality of the environ-
ment is- crucial for, this

and future gene:
of Australians!”

He gave a {irm under-
taking that the contents
of the Ranger report
would be debateéd s00n in
Parliament.

Mr, Camm, also speak-
ing in a radio broadcast
sald the - question of
whether export Iicences
for Fraser Island should
be granted must be taken

tofurther.

Mr. Cimm said the
decision would mean 300
job losses and ramifica-
tions - far greater than
many people realised,

“The entire mining in-
dustry in this State and

~Australis; is being ques-—

tloned,” he sald.

Mr. Camm said the
Queensland Government
would fight tp ensure
that-workers in the State
could continue to earn a

—decent Hving and not be

put on the dole because
of the actlons pf a few
protesters.
Conservation  Council
co-ordinator (Mr. D. Bel-
lingham) said the
Queensland Government
should have presented
evidence at the Fraser
Island inquiry if it was
as interested in Fraser
Island as it claimed.

Mr, Bellingham said no
witness appeared for the
Queensland Government,

Mr. Bellingham said he
did not believe the In-
quiry recommendations
would place any finan-
cial hardship on the
Maryborough distriet.

“Queensland will gain

- more from the tourist in-

dustry on Fraser Island
than it ever could from
the continued rape of the
island by sandminers,”
Mr. Bellingham said,



Talks today
on job loss

FROM WALLACE BROWN

CANBERRA. — The Federal Government
decided yesterday to stick to its decision
to ban the export of mineral sands from-
- Fraser Island.

The Prime Minister (Mr. Fraser)
will send two of his Ministers — the
Transport Minister (Mr. Nixon) in
his capacity as acting National Re-
sources Minister, and the Environ-
ment Minister (Mr. Newman) to
Brisbane today.

They will confer with the Queens-
land Premier (Mr. Bjelke-Petersen) on
timing of the ban, on how to alleviate
unemployment in the Maryborough
area and on other details.

This follows heavy for the welfare and relo-
pressure from the Federal cation of anyone whose
National Country Party livelihood was at stake as
Member for Wide Bay a result of any Govern-
(Mr. Millar) to have the ment decision.
Government's final deci-
sion delayed.

Mr, Millar whose elec-
torate takes in Fraser Is-
land ‘and Maryborough
will accompany Mr. Nix-
on and Mr. Ngwman to

| Belsbane, 0

No ."mmmu ing for a- full-scale de-

wire mane 1083 bate on tho _econamic
congequences to
$heFuder! Cabines do- Maryborough-Hervey Bay

_ Biou Fraser 15 ex- district.

e rdetalls  But one top Govern-

wmgm or tomorrow af- ment source seid last
fer.the Pederal Ministers night that the mining
ve seen Mr. Bjelke-Pe- company,  Dillingham-
Murphyores, Was  ex-

# lnst-ditch submis- pected to be forced to
ulon to ‘the Oabinet yes- wind up its openuum
Millay asked_ before the end of this 11

In a further bid to stop
the {mposition of export
bans on the minerals ex-
tracted {rom Fraser Is-
land, Mr. Millar yester-

sand m! nancial year.
Praser Iiland be allowed | Final * timing detalls

that i the mining was day’s talks__with  Mr.

restricted, to phase oper-  Bjelke-Petersen.

ations down over a min-'  Though the Queens-

imum period of 10 vears.  land Government con-
He also acked the Fed- trols mining, itself, the

eral Government to bear Federal = Government

the full burden of caring controls export licences.

Challenge? _
IN Brisbane yesterday Mr. Bjelke-Petersen
said the State Government would ‘Jook very
seriously” at theéwsslbﬂllv of & High Court
challenge to Federal Government control |4
over mining activities. |
"This would_be done if  The State Governmerit
the Federal Government opposes this, and wanf
acce, e recommen- g to
dations of the Praser Is-

d inquiry. ’

The. report recom-
mends the virtual ban-
ning of sand mining on
the island by the use of
mineral export controls.

S%ie said he had ben
told- that _such
lenge —us—he ‘!Wﬂ-ﬂ
would be difficult.

+But if there is half &

leg g o vt
try it if we have to” he

oppnsltion (mm the

TThe State Government




{7 { Today's foreodst: Late shower
} ‘or thunderstorm, \

o e e

and 1201 am. (14m lnnv‘v),'
sauz.(um)muz p.m.

ical_Reporter PETER TRUNDL]

THE rm between the Federal and State goverriments
widened yesterday with the Federal Government decision

—to endsand mining on Fraser
A period of major confronta

The Premier (Mr. Bjelke-Peterse

Island by December 31.
tion appears to be ahead.

n) is pul no punches and is return-

ing to his anti-Federal Government isolationist Queensland stance. of the

Whitlam.éra.
The Deputy Premier and Libera

| Le’ode:r(er. Knox) is certain ta E;ock

him. The joint Goveérnment parties yesterday passed a motion criticising the

Federal Government's action.

nrgently altermative long
term employment plans
for- the - Maryborough-
Hervey Bay district.

> He said" it would be
tragic if workers and
their families were forced

Angry and bitter,
ay tol

the
old

chamber, an unusual
for ane:
“This is & politcal ce-
pease

‘Keep jobs’
“The logical decision
would have been to keep
men employed and keep
Lhe opennon zomc

said he
\ould‘not go to Mel-
bourne and Sydney at
the next Federsi-elec-
tion to help Federal Par-

.. share. a5,
he'had done 1a8t Veat.
Wefed that

ATS.EINAL

o leave the area to find

e would /n

toroughout _Queensland
8s e did in 1975.when he
fought to_help ‘oust the
Whitlam_Labor Govern-

\¢r Burns said_the lat-
est figures showed 943

ment. mnsz;eu uneu'u‘;lo ed in
riot, with only 30

‘Centralistl o vounis
‘The P‘edz'nl -State con-
Mr. Bjelke-Petersen frontation began yester-
ani ¥ rday’ _there day when the Premier

“The New Sot

and Victorian Fede
Parliamentdrians  who

influenced h.\m are prob-
bt

There were legitimate
interests in conservation
1o consider, as well as le-
gitimate interests in ‘the
haj w — but employment and well-
they wont pe for long being of the people in the

“1 challenge them to area.
But

saw the Federal Transt for any ‘aid 'in com-
port Minister (Mr, Nix- pensating the mining in-
o) and the Environment  dustry.
Minister (Mr. Newman)  Mr.

Bjelke-Petersen
00

in his Parliament House said an amount of SIf

office. million over 23 vears had

Mr. Bjelke-Petersen been reported as possible
told the press confer- compensation. Sand min-
ence: “They suggested ing was worth more than

the Federal Government
run Fraser Island in con-
Jjunction with the State
Government,
“I told them it was a
State matter and I also
DT dom't want to
have anything“further to
do with you.,”
Bjelke- Frlex~m1

56,400,000 a year to
Maryborough.

The Premier said the

State Government had to

aser Island
Legal advice
was_against a challenge
in the High Court.

A source close to Mr.
Bjelk ~Pelersen paid y
terday: Prime Min-
istor hasn't_ backed the

e

made it clear T couldn't Premier on any projects
believe this would hap-- The . Promier has had
en. enough.

He said Mr. Nixon told _The National _Party
hifit there would be ret- State president (Mr. R.
raining schemes and fi- Sparkes)  said last
nance -Tor relocating night that his party was
unemployed. But there concerned that it had not

had been nothing speci{- been possible to arrive at
ic. & compromise. A phasing-

The Premier said he out period of even two
told Mr. Newman that years could have per-
the Federal Government mitted miners and their
should not families to rearrange
Queensland Government their lives.

CANBERRA.— The Prime Minister (Mr. Fraser) told Federal Parlia-
ment yesterdoy the decision on Fraser Island had been difficult.

In a letter sent to the
Queensland Premier (Mr.
Bjelke-Petersen) with
the Transport Minister
(Mr. Nixon) and the En-
vironment Minister (Mr.
Newman) yesterday, Mr.

Mr. Newman said the
Commonwealth wits most
concerned to assist
people affected to find
suitable alternative em-
ployment, — but the Fed-
eral and State Govern-

g0 to Maryborough and the Government Fraser proposed further ments, and employers
falk to the people whase felt compelled (0 acoepl  Commonwealth - State and unions concerned,
jobs the; k the environmental in-  consultations. , must act in a co-oper-
They uouwm Pave the quiry’s recommendation  He said -in his letter ative and constructive

¢ exports of miner- these consultations would  way.
The State Oppesition very real coverspecial —arrange- At 2 Dréss conference
er 1} concern” for the people ments to be made by the later, Mr. Newman sai
Loiay saked ME- Fracee mvoved 1n. the mining  Employment and Indus-. it was “silly” for Mr.
by telegram fo announce ~enterpris trinl Relations Depart-. Bjelke-Petersen to say
ment, the of ihe Federal Government

forestry on the mainland

and the development of

-the tourist potential of

P‘mser Island and . the
region.

Mr. said  his

Government’s policy was

was chasing _ votes

Sydney and Melbourne.
He also said the ques-

tion of compensation for

vuld be dlscusaed h) the
Government.

However one senior
Government—source. said
last night it was doubtrul
if “much or any” com-
pensation would be e
to the company, because
it had known that when

* the_original export Ii-
cences-were granted that
they were.conditional on

the findings.of the envie

—ronmen|

tal inquiry.
Murphyores  Holdings
Lid. managirig
6. % Murphy). -mn
& pactner in

environmerital ~ decisions
can be made well ahead
of production and export

Told House
M. Newman Tormally
announced the  Goverri-

ment's decision 'in_ Par-

vernment.:
have heard the bad news.
‘prehensive review -of thé. Now we are wmlm( for
.environmental  features the good ne
of ,Fraser Island and the x|
impact of the sand min-’ t..,“'n:‘u jobs =
ing industry. oge 12. {

Mr. Newman said-Fra-

L SR

EMISSARIES from Canberra in the Parlia-
ment House office of the Premier (Mr.
Bjelke-Petersen) yesterday. Waiting for
him to finish a telephone call were (from
left) the Federal Transport Minister (Mr,
Nixon), the Federal Environment Minister
(MryNewman) ud ‘the. Federal.Natlonal
Country Party Member for Wide Bay
{Mr, Millar).

Next it's
uranium

From WALLACE BROWN _

CANBERRA.— The Federal Government is
expected now to move on to the big national
issue of uranium mining.

Several Ministers last
night -sald they antici-
pated that the Govern-
ment would agree-to-the ing broadly the recom-
mining and export of mendations of = expert
uranium under strict committees,
con nsand  Mr, Fraser at the
safeguards, as outlined in  week-end promised a
the recent Fox report.  parliamentary debate on

Many Liberal and Na-
tional GCountry -Party
MPs said they expected
this to be the “trade-off”
for the decision' to end
Fraser Iiland sand min-

claim it was being con-
sistent, because in both
cases it would be follow~

may hold this after a

as
sought by the Fox com-
tee: .

ey satd the Govern-

ment would haye. been

able to demonstrate sits

concern for the environ=

ment with its Fraser 15’

land decision — yet

to demonstrate its cun-

cern_for  world - energy

2 g - ure-
Tl to be

In addition, the' Goy-
ernment would be able ta

‘the Fox report — but ke -
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Hypocrisy over
Fraser Island

'HE Fraser Government is laying itself
open to a charge of gross hypocrlly
over the future of Fraser Island.
There Will be considerable support for
& banon mining on the island, but the Fraser
Government is going ﬁbout securing this in
completely the wrong w:

In = short-slghted ‘and unprincipled
manner it is using its constitutional power
over trade s.nd commerce to override a State

rela;
mnner — mlning snd the environment. It
doing this on the advice of two Canberra
pub!xc servants who comprised the island
ry:

mining inqui

The Fraser Government is doing, in fact,
what it has criticised the Labor Government
for doing. Laber at least was open about its
centrslkm. Mr. Fraser and his colleagues
have not been.

the State Government is not.
w “be applauded for dismissing out of hand

e Commonwealth report which urges a ban
on min\ng. ‘The depth of both the Common-
wealth report, and of a State report which
lavoured min&ng, probably leaves something

desined. e State inquiry was widely
held tobea mtlona!e for mining, rather than
2 deep.probe into environmental problems.

But that is no excuse for the Federal
Government blandly overriding the State
‘Government in direct defiance of the spirjt
of me ‘Constitution, if not of its small prlm

Member for Wide Bay, Mr.
(N.CR.), has given Parliament nouce or a
motion dec!arlng that the export licensing
power.should net be involved in matters not
directly related to that power.

Every Liberal and National - Country

y ckbencher should support this
motion and thus discipline a Government
which, while parading in federalist feathers,
has showed no scmples about betraying its
stated principle:

If moves m stop or delay the Common-
wealth Government on this matter fail, the
Federal Treasurer must take full respon-
sibility for all the costs arising out of
the Commonwealth’s action, and they will
amount to many millions of dollars.

The Commonwealth will have to provide
funds-to create employment for the hundreds
of people it will ‘throw out of work in the
Maryborough district. And it will have to pro-

vide compensation to the mining companies,
at least for their now-useless investments in
Fraser Island before the = Commonwealth
inquiry into mining the island was announced.
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MAIYIOIOUGH — Shock dismay and better diummtmnntﬂn the first. m‘:huw in: =
borough to the Federal Government's decision to halt-sand mining on Fraser I:hnd‘. . : &

The city's economy will_be badly. affected by the decision.

e Chamber of Commerce
vork.d -t that at lu-t $50 mi

years.

Business and -
vestment confidence in
the district would take
a severe blow he said.

District Devel-
opment tary
manager (A John
Jurss) will fly Can-
berra—today to tr\
present  Maryborough's
point of view to both the
media and the Govern-
Taent.

300 out

He and other commu-
nity leaders were shocked
at the Gc\'emmznzs m-
decent haste” to
m mﬂuu’y mommenda-

wm-!men at

eral’s Maryborough plant

were rocked by the deci-
The —company's—pur=—

chasing officer (Mr.

ion compe nsation would

Prank—Grant)—said—ut pected “tocease miping
least, 300 workers. would  on the island by thelend
be affecied. of the year.

mén had  Although the - report
been sacked from Walk- suggested that mining
ers shipyards when they could take place in & mi-
stopped production & few  nor beack: ures; Dilling-
Yyears ago. bam Corporatifls man-

Mr. Grant sald “aging director (Mr. D. B
o ne was. L i ek night from

amazed st e decisi

“No one in' his T Sydney that this sren
mind could bem utupmu not worthwhile.

said. l‘h_e Mayor (Alderman

Many le from Y. Anderson) sent a
southern States. thought ~ Tm-—to the Prime Min
that DM owned 98 per ister (Mr. Fraser) soon
cent of the island and After the decision was
planned to rip it to aanounced
pleces. He asked the Govern-
This was entirely ma:u intentions reprd-
: Grant added.

president (Mr. G. Bexant) said nlnmumfy Ipldan hnd
be

ok

needed over tha

next 1

full text of
ment’s

s Onxbs
-d

mining. we
continue on_the
this represented a benem.
v ity

s mmim.

tional

Minist et mxom

and the Environme
Minister_ (Mr Nﬂ\'mlh)

gy

that “if-_the

" Yesterday that expon e -
fore: oo Mgl i 1 Doret Sovemment Attéort
—Fraser-Island-should not - Sand P were o “sell the < waula insist jon
¥ Pmmm wid M ¥ lend dowi the the drain to'~ four profects as m of
Mr. Burrell sald the  ‘Mr. Paterson is Rutile through-desisions. not = g
chamber, lo detailed sub- . and Zircon Developmént ~ allow or to severely Umit
missons t the Ministers,  Aesociion president. the mining of deposits
had said that the views

containing Tutile and zir-
He said that since mo.

m and provision of oLh-

. DM was working
two leases in the south of ~er employment for men

the island and beauty affect

spol be mined - Alderman—Anderson—in
‘under reement. the telegram asked the
DM Minerals is ex- Prime Mlmm for the

con.
Including the Fraser
Island reserves, the value

Should be considered but excluding the. Rraser

that the econornic im-

wrmnce of mining p_L-, ‘.!!th exper,t_ incoma.__at
at—Fraser t- prices-—of--more
ould be rented o the shan 5350 milion had mer

overall situation. ‘been lost to the mition  accruing from ' the ex-

penditure by the com-

panies on goods and ser-
vices were cause for con-
cern throughout Austra-
lia, Mr. Paterson said.
Other _industries _ that
derived revenue from the

th possible further job

government  ac-
tion could affect 'the
relationships between the
mining industry and its
overseas customers, he

said.
As the companles con-
cerned had complied
with all due processes of
law, Mr. Paterson sald it
could be argued that the |-
Government's __action
threw into jeopardy any
legui  enterprise  which
could be challenged by
those who belleved its
operations were not com-
patible with the envivon-

Murphyores  Holdings
| Ltd. managing director

| company is a partner in



Fraser

stands

by mining ‘ban

f Fraser Island

— The Federal Governme:

solve the re-

d g workers, the Prime Minister

(Mr. anr) said last night.
emote control which

He called for a co-0p- T
erative approach to the produced the Eureka
by the Queens- Stockade last century.

land Government, em-

“If this 1 13
ployers and unions. JLthisida; theype o

ecision we can_expect
Mr. Fraser also defend-  {rom the central Govern-
ed the Government's de- ment in Canberra, then
| cision last week to ban we see there is something
sand mining on the is- crook with the environ-
land from the end of ment in Canberra and
next month. perhaps we should close
Mr. Fraser said the de=—down the Government in
—cision—was—evidence of —that olty,he sald:
the Government’s con==' ~

December 2, 'to ask the
Federal Government
delay its decision to end
sand mining on Fraser
Island.

Organisation and _the

tralian  Conservation
Foundation gave Mary-
borough sawmills' written
assurances in May 1975
that they would do noth-  Leadiing the ‘delegation
will be the Widgee Shire

ing to threaten their
supply of “timber from Chairman (Cr. Kevin De
the island, Vere).

A five-man_delegation
was appointed at & Tin
Can Bay public meeting
yesterday-who will go to

erra, - possibly —on

‘The meeting expressed
ifs anger at the Federal
Government for “Inter-
fering~ with State mat~
ters",

cern for Australia’s envi-
nent, now and in the

The State Mines Mif-
ister (Mr. Camm) sac-
cused the Federal Gov-
ernment of using the
sand mining industry on

Te.
“In reaching its deci-
sion the Government has
een most concerned
nhcun Implications
for rectly af-
Iecmd by the-decision.”
e eraser—satd e He sold: The Federil
Government wanted to Government has traded
help people affected to the sand mining oper-
find suitable alternative ations on Fraser Island
employment. for the possible accept-
But, he said, there was ce of uranium mining
no single solution to this —in this country.”
Ie-employment problem. ~Mr. John-Sinelair, who

The State Liberal led the conservationists®
Member for Mary- argument hgainst sand-
bqrnu:h r\n—. Ahson\ mining said last night

‘eder-  conservationists would do
a1 Government's . decl. nothing to threaten sup-

plies of Fraser Island
timber to Maryborough
sawmills.

Mr. Sinclair said the
Fraser Island Defenders

sion to close sand mining
on-Fraser -Istand—within
six weeks for environ-
mental reasons was the
type of government by

Gold prose

inlonghand’




to Fraser .Islancf f

TOURISM was Fraser Island’s biggest hope, but it also represented a potential threat to the
island’s environment, Mr. John Sinclair st

Mr, Sinclair, the Fraser Island Defence Organisation president, said the State Government should appoint rangers.
on the island and support development of tourist facilities.

Government
backing also_would be
needed for schemes pro-
posed to Federal Govern-
ment_representatives. to
compensate the area for
its. mmng loss, he said.

air—spoke-
from Maryborough - on
his return from Can-

er: y
talks with the Premier
k %

during the Premier’s visit
to  Maryborough this
week.

He sald a number of
tourist-orientated  proj-
ects were being consid-
ered by Federal Govern-

~ment-authorities—

There was a need for

trails, ~ shelters

Rangers were needed
1 7

_Included the Mary 1
Irrigation scheme,
of

yesterday.

bridge across the Mary
River hway One

camping which brought
lttering and damage o
the environment.

Mr. Sinclair said it was Show com-
estimated 100,000 people
visited Fraser Island

the irrigation

scheme, Mr._Sinclaic

said: “Advanced design

work has been done. It's

possible work could begin
e pro;

Tent ‘embassy’ planned

MARYBOROUGH. — Two Maryhnmugh Pusiness men will leave for
Canberra today to set u)

control

Embassy” — outside Parliament House.

They will protest at
the Federal Government
decision to end Feaser
Island sand muning.

Mr. George Bezant and,
Mr. Ned Turner will try
to interview Parli

d

mentarians, and at-

tempts are beiny

have the Prime Minister

(Mr. Fraser e

them as = deputation.
Mr. Bezant—said last

night it was imperative
that Maryborough's story
he told in-factual fash-

%o tar the conservation

lobby had had it all its
oun way
and Maryborough was
being _damaged by ad-
verse publicity.

“If one believed the
story told by one con-
servationist out to gain

sympathy, Maryborough
is a city of villians and
hillbillies,” Mr. Bezant
said,

““This area has. suffered
greatly from the roasting
it has.received through
one conservationist, be-
cause it does not go along

an information tent —

in the media,

Mr. Sinclair said he
had not received any in-
sults when he went about
business in Maryborough
vesterday.

He knew of two busi-
Tesses (a service station
and a store) which had
signs advising him not to
shop there.
with his radical line. He sald at least one

“Maryborough is & qui- :n\d been withdrawn af-

iative city, er several people threat-
et, conservative city, an | (o SEYErR BOOR

“Fraser Island |
|

ordinary ~community of | patronage.-
people trying to live or- 1r e-Petersen
dinary live it has | said last night that he
just terrific desire to talk

with Mr. Sinclair.

boot in the backside for |
en I go to Mary-

o real reason.

borough 1t will be to talk
to the people Mr. Sinclair
has put out of a job,” he
sald

The Forestry Minister
(Mr. Tomkins) sald yes-

rday ho-believed there-
was llttle prospect of a

logging operat-
lons on Fraser I

He said timber inter-
s 1 Mag
expressed
for the continuation ax[
their industry, following
the Federal Govern-
ment's sandmining ban
on the sland.

The —report—said—the
commissioners were im- ||
pressed both by the For- |

artment's re- |
Shonsinle atitude to-
* wards the island’s log-
ging operations and the
onious working |
relationehip between 1t
and_the Maryborough
sawmilling  companies |
Processing the timber.'

The ‘annual timber ex-
traction was_limited to
22,500 cubic metres.
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