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Foxes on the Prowl




FoxEradicatiorProgress

Foxes on North Stradbroke Island are still thriving other small mammals are also easy targets. Stopping

with an estimated population of between 1 and foESa A& SaaSydart G2 YI A
2000. Recent wildfires onlgicreased the biodiversity which in turn is an essential part of the
opportunities for these sly and opportunistic Aaft | y-Ro@rism iSdOstry.

predators to attack and eat small native animals left
vulnerable with essential vegetation cover
incinerated. The eradication program should have
been geared up immediately to give native animals
the best chance of survival but reaching an
agreement of island landholders to a stai of an
island wide action program has been slow. The
Redland City Council has, as FOSI members are
aware, employed a controller doing good work for
some years, but oglon council land. The
Queensland National Parks Service and QYAC joine
this program and enabled eradication work on their
lands early in 2014 but only recently has major
landholder Sibelco alloweektension of foxcontrol
adivities on their mining lease(after decades of
mining company inaction in fulfilling their legal
obligations to control feral animals on their leases
thus allowing fox numbers to explodelNevertheless
progress isiow being made. Michael Dickenson, the
professional fox catchenow puts the figure of
eradicated foxes at 182, another 32 this year.

FOSI will continue to monitor and lobby for increased
and coordinated fox control measures and the
commitment of a considetale annual budget by all
landholders for many years to come. The $160 000
annual expenditure on Phillip Island is a fraction of
the money needed here and noon Stradbrokeo
deal with a tenfold fox population on an island 3
times the area. But foxes cédoe stopped within the
confines of an island and this should be a priority for
g @l landholders and a big concern for all Straddie
lovers.

It is worth comparing the experiences of fox control
programs on Phillip Island, Victorian home to a single
remaining penguin colony, the many other colonies
having been decimated by foxe3n an island one

third the size of Straddie with an estimated 200 :
FT2ES&az GKS LINPANYY adl NI§
up in 2006 when a concerted effort of hunting,
baiting and trapping at a cost of $160 000 per year
eventually brought numbers down to astimated

11 foxes. But foxes could repopulate even from this
low level unless control continues.

On Phillip Island foxes brought the penguin
population to the brink of survival and the valuable
ecotourism trade with it. On Stradbroke foxes are
threatening a wide variety of animals, many listed as
vulnerable or endangered. We all know the nests of
sea turtles are being raided by foxes, but the long

Local ranger David Burns holding a Brekdlled

River Turtle Chelodina expansa at Bumeira (Brown
Lake). This turtlés rarely seen as it mostly lives lying
necked turtles nesting in the banks of the island lakes €orcéaled at the bottom of the lakes. Only spotted
are also under attack. The rare acid frogs of the when the females come out on land'to nest ove

sl yRQa 686Gt YR SygAaNBy Y S PHEIMHIREE Iispests grqhghlyyvadnerghle {o4oy;
foxes as are the nests of ground dwelling shorebirds Predation
including the rare beach stone curlew. Vulnerable

baby koalas and wallabies, the rare water mouse and Article by Sue Ellen Carew

Photograph by Michael Nbling
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Planning and Urban Development

For many years, FOSI has played an important role in Nevertheless, FOSI objected in writing to the Council
monitoring residential and commercial development and made a financial contribain to obtain an

at Point Lookout in particular. No doubt this issue SELISNI Qa NBLERNI F2N dza$s
will become more prominenfor usin the years to whom were FOSI members) who took a leading role
O02YSzI SAGK LI Iya T2N GKS inieiailing yhR€xi@nt of thesbyeackes add in dealing
expansiondeing announced a few years ago and with the Redland Council. The Council eventually
YySEG &SI NR&a wSRfl yR / 2 dzy émittedniintoyiglidngednd Mt @ ihdhade NI A &
the spectre of overdevelopment. mistakes in assessing the proposal. By this time

_ however, the house had been completely built.
C h { rec@m involvement, as repogtl to members,

includes success in the Planning and Environment  Since then, the FOSI committee has not been alerted

Court in preventing development of land on to any nonrcompliant development, residential or

{FYFNAYRI S5NRAGSP® ¢KS f | vy Bteéwisé (i meinbe#s have any ptyhR@idslies K N

even though its nomlevelopment was part of the whichthey want to draw to the commit S S Q &

{FYFNRYRI RS@St2LYSyd O2 diditionpléaBeSdish theke/witiiakc@nmitteged n Q &
member.

The Council was ordered to protect the Samarinda
Drive land in accordance with a management plan,
odzi GKS / 2dzy OAf K
order to develop and implement the
plan and the land remains weed
infested and unsightly as a result
despitethe @ dzy OA f Qa I
RN} gy G2 GKS / 2dzNJd

> % X .

TN

In 2013, despite changes to planning
laws restricting public notification of
and objection rights talevelopments,
FOSI was involved in objecting to an
inappropriate residential development
in Bambara Street when its nen
compliance with site cover and buildinc®
mass rules became apparent.
Unfortunately this was not until the
house had been substantially built.

Tawny Frogmouths start nesting fa
summer chicks from August [
Decembex; listen for their drumming
from the nest site at nightCall is a soff,
RS SLJ LJdzZf-GhomBA2 2 QM2 -
frogmouths need big, mature trees ¢
build their nests in.
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Cartoon from Koori Mail 18 June 2014

Campbell Newman is in quicksand over mining on Stradbroke

North Stradbrokeaffectionately known as In ascathing assessment Queensland Premier

G{ 0N} RRA S¢ -eastQuechsianderf, sthzé K A YL St f bSgYlyQa 3I23SNY
g2NI RQa aSO2yR fIFINHSal aEc¥YRTIAENFYROVLGAGARK SLIA Kz
K2f ARF& RSaUGAYlIOGA2Y 2y . BEZBRRWBQAYR22AKMEBOSLIXY2850K

beautiful surfing beaches and a lebdck feel. A dzNLINA a Ay I

Amendments to the 2011 North @ulbroke Island One overreach Fitzgerald mentioned was the
Protection and Sustainability Act, passed by the GNBRdzZOSR LINRGSOUA2Y 2F
Queensland parliament last November, are intended for commercial activities posing a risk of major

to allow, in 2019, mineral sand mining on damage to natural assets, including the Great Barrier

Stradbroke, by the Belgian owned concern Sibelco,towSS¥ I yR { iGN} RoONRB{1S LA&Af
be extended at the main Enterprise mine, to 303

from its current limit of 2019. Sibelco stands to CAUI ISNI T RQa O2YYsyuda ak
benefit by $1.5 billionaccordingo its own figures. 2y /FYLRBStEt bSeYlhyQa Nbf
[Fad 8SINE AG |yy2dy OSSR §haeQuespsiand Lab@P Jagkie fradgas galled v 3
silica sand mine on the @&id which had employed U K Sashdfor legislation deal ®

13 people. It had not beescheduled to closeantil
2025. Its entire future operations depend upon the
Enterprise mine.

| 2yGAyd
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http://westender.com.au/since-era-joh-bjelke-petersen/
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/stradbroke-island-mining-company-to-abandon-sand-site/story-e6freoof-1226628954800?nk=7e419add1e50561f023792fe8bf1aa11
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/tony-fitzgerald-slams-newmans-politically-motivated-apology-20140725-zwtxn.html
http://westender.com.au/since-era-joh-bjelke-petersen/
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Campbell Newman is in quicksand over mining on Stradbroke

In 2011 the former Labor government passed special
legislation extending key expired mining leases at the
Enterprise mine to 2019, extinguishing the legal
rights of objectors under existing legislation.

. dzd  { A o S tti€hiad. IphaciwAr®ed ana |
extension to 2027. It then campaigned against Labor
in the lead up to the 2012 state election. It claimed
that it had a legal right to have the expired mining
leases extended to 2027a claim which did not

stand up to scrutiny, @renewalof the leases was by
no means certain.

The miners spent millions dhe campaigrwhich
included full page newspaper and 108 prime time
television advertisements. It also involved a $91,840
letter drop campaign for Campbell Newman in his
Ashgrove electorate. This issbhas been referredby
¢NI R (2 vdzSSyatl yRQa
discreditedCrime and Corruption Commission.

¢KS bSgYly 3A20SNYYSyiuQa
occurred even though Sibelco was in the middle of a
criminaltrial on charges relating to the unlawful
removal and sale, over many years, of large
guantities of noamineral sand.

The prosecution, one of the longesinning in
vdzSSyatl yRQa KAAG2NEZ
{ A0St 02Qa dzya dzO 0&va theF dzt
charges dismissed. Last year, it was ordered to pay
$255,000n costs for failed applications. The
Magistrate has remrved his verdicts on the charges
and will deliver his decision on a date to be decided.

NS

Since last November, the Newman governmieas
misinformedthe media and the public, about its
amendments to the Stradbroke legislation, claiming
sand mining had already been extended to 2035. The
truth is that no extension of sand mining to 2035 (or
2027, the date sought by Sibelco in 2012) is
scheduéd to occur until 2019 the current expiry

date of the relevant mining leases.

If a future parliament repeals the Newman
amendments, mining will end at the main mine in
2019. Even the Newman government may be forced
G2 NBLSIE Ada | YRWVBWMSY (0 &
owners, the Quandamooka people, in June launched
aHigh Court challengagainst the Queensland

Government. They are seeking a declaration that the
Newman amendments in favour of Sibelco are
invalid under the Australian constitution due to a
conflict with a 2011 federal court native title
determination and an associated Indigenous land
use agreementvith the State government.

If the Newman amendments are repealed, no
compensation is payable to Sibelco because Section
6 of the North Stradbroke Island Protection and
Sustainability Act specifically rules it out. This would
not be an unreasonable resuit the circumstances.
When Sibelco purchased the Enterprise mine in 2009
it was aware that an application to renew the key
mining lease, which expired in 2007, had not been
decided. It also knew that there was significant
opposition to renewal from environent groups and
indigenous owners who had already made their

NB O §¥tidnéto cNrehdetirediminthd#fans clear to

the former mine owner.

L8323t R PS T2 Gyddideok 2 g
LISNXY I ySyGd YR ANNBOSNBAOG
This was theonclusiorof the the Fraser Island
LYljdZANE AY wmMdpTtc® /I YLIOSE
was the Federal Environment Minister. He accepted
the findings and ended mining on Fraser Island, the
98VE ROy € NBSAY g b VRS &
mﬁquku@ BF{P%”E y‘ug Fegeéal government
rejected the the Bjelkie SGSNBSY 32 FSN
requestfor atwo year transition

b2NIK { (NI RONR{1SQa T dzi dzN
environment being protected as far as possible.
Enough damage has been caused by sand mining.
The recent Sifford by-election swing of over 18%
against the Queensland Liberal National Party
government sent a clear message that the public has
KFIR Sy2daAK 2F GKS bSgYly
decisions. His amendments should be repealed and
there needs to be a trulindependent public inquiry
intotKk S aOF aK F2NJ £ SIAat ! dA
By Richard Carew
Published by The Guardian on 10 August

http://w ww.thequardian.com/commentisfree/2014/
® &R 0/cANDbelin¥Witnerfls-in-quicksandover-

mining-on-stradbroke
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http://www.edoqld.org.au/news/stradbroke-mining-sibelco-gained-more-than-it-lost/
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Documents/TableOffice/TabledPapers/2013/5413T4113.pdf
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/labor-refers-sibelco-sand-mining-company-to-cmc-20140624-zsjxa.html
http://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/topic/politics/2014/07/12/newmans-moves-neuter-the-cmc/1405087200#.U-FMquOSx8E
http://www.sclqld.org.au/caselaw/QCA/2014/113
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/stradbroke-island-sand-miner-sibelco-back-in-court-20130724-2qiiq.html
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2013/11/21/strong-future-secured-for-north-stradbroke-island
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2013/11/21/strong-future-secured-for-north-stradbroke-island
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/stradbroke-island-elders-take-newman-government-to-the-high-court-20140606-zrzpn.html
http://archive.sclqld.org.au/qjudgment/2010/QCA10-182.pdf
http://savestraddie.com/site/wp-content/woo_uploads/2011/12/Fraser-Island-Report-part-1.pdf
http://savestraddie.com/media-clips/fraser-articles/
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/aug/10/campbell-newman-is-in-quicksand-over-mining-on-stradbroke
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/aug/10/campbell-newman-is-in-quicksand-over-mining-on-stradbroke
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/aug/10/campbell-newman-is-in-quicksand-over-mining-on-stradbroke




