
 
 
 
 
 
 
Established in 1988, FOSI is dedicated to the protection of the natural environment of North Stradbroke Island 
and its surrounding waters. FOSI also works to ensure that urban and economic development of the island is 
founded upon the principles of environmental protection and preservation of the unique urban characteristics of 
its townships. 
 
MEMBERSHIP RATES, 2014: Individual $15.00 Family $20.00 Concession $5.00 
Friends of Stradbroke Island, PO Box 167, Point Lookout QLD 4183. 
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Fox Eradication Progress  

Foxes on North Stradbroke Island are still thriving 
with an estimated population of between 1 and 
2000. Recent wildfires only increased the 
opportunities for these sly and opportunistic 
predators to attack and eat small native animals left 
vulnerable with essential vegetation cover 
incinerated. The eradication program should have 
been geared up immediately to give native animals 
the best chance of survival but reaching an 
agreement of island landholders to a start-up of an 
island wide action program has been slow. The 
Redland City Council has, as FOSI members are 
aware, employed a controller doing good work for 
some years, but only on council land. The 
Queensland National Parks Service and QYAC joined 
this program and enabled eradication work on their 
lands early in 2014 but only recently has major 
landholder Sibelco allowed extension of fox control 
activities on their mining leases (after decades of 
mining company inaction in fulfilling their legal 
obligations to control feral animals on their leases 
thus allowing fox numbers to explode).  Nevertheless 
progress is now being made. Michael Dickenson, the 
professional fox catcher, now puts the figure of 
eradicated foxes at 182, another 32 this year. 

It is worth comparing the experiences of fox control 
programs on Phillip Island, Victorian home to a single 
remaining penguin colony, the many other colonies 
having been decimated by foxes. On an island one 
third the size of Straddie with an estimated 200 
ŦƻȄŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ 
up in 2006 when a concerted effort of hunting, 
baiting and trapping at a cost of $160 000 per year 
eventually brought numbers down to an estimated 
11 foxes. But foxes could repopulate even from this 
low level unless control continues. 

On Phillip Island foxes brought the penguin 
population to the brink of survival and the valuable 
eco-tourism trade with it. On Stradbroke foxes are 
threatening a wide variety of animals, many listed as 
vulnerable or endangered. We all know the nests of 
sea turtles are being raided by foxes, but the long 
necked turtles nesting in the banks of the island lakes 
are also under attack. The rare acid frogs of the 
islŀƴŘΩǎ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ ŦƻǊ 
foxes as are the nests of ground dwelling shorebirds 
including the rare beach stone curlew. Vulnerable 
baby koalas and wallabies, the rare water mouse and 

other small mammals are also easy targets. Stopping 
foȄŜǎ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
biodiversity which in turn is an essential part of the 
ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜŎƻ- tourism industry. 

FOSI will continue to monitor and lobby for increased 
and coordinated fox control measures and the 
commitment of a considerable annual budget by all 
landholders for many years to come. The $160 000 
annual expenditure on Phillip Island is a fraction of 
the money needed here and now on Stradbroke to 
deal with a ten-fold fox population on an island 3 
times the area. But foxes can be stopped within the 
confines of an island and this should be a priority for 
all landholders and a big concern for all Straddie 
lovers.  

 

Local ranger David Burns holding a Broad-shelled 
River Turtle Chelodina expansa at Bumeira (Brown 
Lake). This turtle is rarely seen as it mostly lives lying 
concealed at the bottom of the lakes. Only spotted 
when the females come out on land to nest over 
autumn-winter. Its nests are highly vulnerable to fox 
predation. 

Article by Sue Ellen Carew 
Photograph by Michael Nothling 
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Planning and Urban Development 

For many years, FOSI has played an important role in 
monitoring residential and commercial development 
at Point Lookout in particular. No doubt this issue 
will become more prominent for us in the years to 
ŎƻƳŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 
expansions being announced a few years ago and 
ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wŜŘƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 
the spectre of overdevelopment. 

Ch{LΩǎ recent involvement, as reported to members, 
includes success in the Planning and Environment 
Court in preventing development of land on 
{ŀƳŀǊƛƴŘŀ 5ǊƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ 
even though its non-development was part of the 
{ŀƳŀǊƛƴŘŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлΩǎΦ  

The Council was ordered to protect the Samarinda 
Drive land in accordance with a management plan, 
ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ 
order to develop and implement the 
plan and the land remains weed 
infested and unsightly as a result 
despite the CƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ  

In 2013, despite changes to planning 
laws restricting public notification of 
and objection rights to developments, 
FOSI was involved in objecting to an 
inappropriate residential development 
in Bambara Street when its non-
compliance with site cover and building 
mass rules became apparent. 
Unfortunately this was not until the 
house had been substantially built.  

Nevertheless, FOSI objected in writing to the Council 
and made a financial contribution to obtain an 
ŜȄǇŜǊǘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ όǘǿƻ ƻŦ 
whom were FOSI members) who took a leading role 
in detailing the extent of the breaches and in dealing 
with the Redland Council. The Council eventually 
admitted non-compliance and that it had made 
mistakes in assessing the proposal. By this time 
however, the house had been completely built.  

Since then, the FOSI committee has not been alerted 
to any non-compliant development, residential or 
otherwise. If members have any planning issues 
which they want to draw to the commitǘŜŜΩǎ 
attention please raise these with a committee 
member.  

 

Tawny Frogmouths start nesting for 
summer chicks from August to 

December ς listen for their drumming 
from the nest site at night. Call is a soft 
ŘŜŜǇ ǇǳƭǎŀǘƛƴƎ Ψƻƻ-ooom-ƻƻƻƳΩΦ ¢ŀǿƴȅ 

frogmouths need big, mature trees to 
build their nests in. 
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Cartoon from Koori Mail 18 June 2014 

Campbell Newman is in quicksand over mining on Stradbroke 

North Stradbroke, affectionately known as 
ά{ǘǊŀŘŘƛŜέ ōȅ Ƴƻǎǘ {ƻǳǘƘ-east Queenslanders, is the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎŀƴŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ 
ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜΩǎ ŘƻƻǊǎǘŜǇΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
beautiful surfing beaches and a laid-back feel. 

Amendments to the 2011 North Stradbroke Island 
Protection and Sustainability Act, passed by the 
Queensland parliament last November, are intended 
to allow, in 2019, mineral sand mining on 
Stradbroke, by the Belgian owned concern Sibelco, to 
be extended at the main Enterprise mine, to 2035 
from its current limit of 2019. Sibelco stands to 
benefit by $1.5 billion, according to its own figures. 
[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ±ŀƴŎŜΩ 
silica sand mine on the island which had employed 
13 people. It had not been scheduled to close until 
2025. Its entire future operations depend upon the 
Enterprise mine.  

In a scathing assessment of Queensland Premier 
CŀƳǇōŜƭƭ bŜǿƳŀƴΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ WǳƭȅΣ ¢ƻƴȅ 
CƛǘȊƎŜǊŀƭŘ v/ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎΦέ  

One overreach Fitzgerald mentioned was the 
άǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
for commercial activities posing a risk of major 
damage to natural assets, including the Great Barrier 
wŜŜŦ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŀŘōǊƻƪŜ LǎƭŀƴŘέΦ 

CƛǘȊƎŜǊŀƭŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀ ǎƘŀǊǇŜǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ 
ƻƴ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ bŜǿƳŀƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ {ƛōŜƭŎƻ ŀƴŘ 
what Queensland Labor MP Jackie Trad has called 
ǘƘŜ άcash for legislation dealέΦ 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΧ 

http://westender.com.au/since-era-joh-bjelke-petersen/
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/stradbroke-island-mining-company-to-abandon-sand-site/story-e6freoof-1226628954800?nk=7e419add1e50561f023792fe8bf1aa11
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/tony-fitzgerald-slams-newmans-politically-motivated-apology-20140725-zwtxn.html
http://westender.com.au/since-era-joh-bjelke-petersen/
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/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŀǘƛƻƴΧΦ 

Campbell Newman is in quicksand over mining on Stradbroke 

In 2011 the former Labor government passed special 
legislation extending key expired mining leases at the 
Enterprise mine to 2019, extinguishing the legal 
rights of objectors under existing legislation.   

.ǳǘ {ƛōŜƭŎƻ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎŀtisfied. It had wanted an 
extension to 2027. It then campaigned against Labor 
in the lead up to the 2012 state election. It claimed 
that it had a legal right to have the expired mining 
leases extended to 2027 ς a claim which did not 
stand up to scrutiny, as renewal of the leases was by 
no means certain.   

The miners spent millions on the campaign which 
included full page newspaper and 108 prime time 
television advertisements. It also involved a $91,840 
letter drop campaign for Campbell Newman in his 
Ashgrove electorate. This issue has been referred by 
¢ǊŀŘ ǘƻ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ ōǳǘ 
discredited Crime and Corruption Commission.  

¢ƘŜ bŜǿƳŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ŀƭǎƻ 
occurred even though Sibelco was in the middle of a 
criminal trial on charges relating to the unlawful 
removal and sale, over many years, of large 
quantities of non-mineral sand.  

The prosecution, one of the longest-running in 
vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ ƻƴ нн !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
{ƛōŜƭŎƻΩǎ ǳƴǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ have the 
charges dismissed. Last year, it was ordered to pay 
$255,000 in costs for failed applications. The 
Magistrate has reserved his verdicts on the charges 
and will deliver his decision on a date to be decided.  

Since last November, the Newman government has 
misinformed the media and the public, about its 
amendments to the Stradbroke legislation, claiming 
sand mining had already been extended to 2035. The 
truth is that no extension of sand mining to 2035 (or 
2027, the date sought by Sibelco in 2012) is 
scheduled to occur until 2019 ς the current expiry 
date of the relevant mining leases.  

If a future parliament repeals the Newman 
amendments, mining will end at the main mine in 
2019. Even the Newman government may be forced 
ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀƭ ƛǘǎ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ native title 
owners, the Quandamooka people, in June launched 
a High Court challenge against the Queensland 

Government.  They are seeking a declaration that the 
Newman amendments in favour of Sibelco are 
invalid under the Australian constitution due to a 
conflict with a 2011 federal court native title 
determination and an associated  Indigenous land 
use agreement with the State government. 

If the Newman amendments are repealed, no 
compensation is payable to Sibelco because Section 
6 of the North Stradbroke Island Protection and 
Sustainability Act specifically rules it out. This would 
not be an unreasonable result in the circumstances. 
When Sibelco purchased the Enterprise mine in 2009 
it was aware that an application to renew the key 
mining lease, which expired in 2007, had not been 
decided. It also knew that there was significant 
opposition to renewal from environment groups and 
indigenous owners who had already made their 
intentions to challenge future mining plans clear to 
the former mine owner.  

Lǘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ άƳŀƧor, 
ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǊǊŜǾŜǊǎƛōƭŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŀǊƳΦέ 
This was the conclusion of the the Fraser Island 
LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ƛƴ мфтсΦ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ bŜǿƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ YŜǾƛƴ 
was the Federal Environment Minister. He accepted 
the findings and ended mining on Fraser Island, the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎŀƴŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ 
the Inquiry Report.  The Federal government 
rejected the the Bjelkie-tŜǘŜǊǎŜƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
request for a two year transition.  

bƻǊǘƘ {ǘǊŀŘōǊƻƪŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
environment being protected as far as possible. 
Enough damage has been caused by sand mining. 
The recent Stafford by-election swing of over 18% 
against the Queensland Liberal National Party 
government sent a clear message that the public has 
ƘŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿƳŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ 
decisions. His amendments should be repealed and 
there needs to be a truly independent public inquiry 
into tƘŜ άŎŀǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ŘŜŀƭΦ 

By Richard Carew 
Published by The Guardian on 10 August 

http://w ww.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/
aug/10/campbell-newman-is-in-quicksand-over-

mining-on-stradbroke 

http://www.edoqld.org.au/news/stradbroke-mining-sibelco-gained-more-than-it-lost/
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Documents/TableOffice/TabledPapers/2013/5413T4113.pdf
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/labor-refers-sibelco-sand-mining-company-to-cmc-20140624-zsjxa.html
http://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/topic/politics/2014/07/12/newmans-moves-neuter-the-cmc/1405087200#.U-FMquOSx8E
http://www.sclqld.org.au/caselaw/QCA/2014/113
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/stradbroke-island-sand-miner-sibelco-back-in-court-20130724-2qiiq.html
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2013/11/21/strong-future-secured-for-north-stradbroke-island
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2013/11/21/strong-future-secured-for-north-stradbroke-island
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/stradbroke-island-elders-take-newman-government-to-the-high-court-20140606-zrzpn.html
http://archive.sclqld.org.au/qjudgment/2010/QCA10-182.pdf
http://savestraddie.com/site/wp-content/woo_uploads/2011/12/Fraser-Island-Report-part-1.pdf
http://savestraddie.com/media-clips/fraser-articles/
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/aug/10/campbell-newman-is-in-quicksand-over-mining-on-stradbroke
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/aug/10/campbell-newman-is-in-quicksand-over-mining-on-stradbroke
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/aug/10/campbell-newman-is-in-quicksand-over-mining-on-stradbroke
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