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Straddie mining in
fresh legal action

Most Australians
are underinsured.
Are you?
The majority of Australians have some
form of life insurance – often inside
their super fund. But do you know
how much cover you actually have,
and what it really covers you for?

Greg Stolz

BELGIAN resources giant
Unimin faces fresh legal
action over allegations
about its sand mines on
North Stradbroke Island.
The State Government
alleges that it mined ‘‘nonmineral’’ sand from the
island, without a permit,
where residents have been
campaigning against sand
extraction.
‘‘It is alleged that between October 1, 2005,
and December 18, 2008,
Unimin Australia removed
the sand, which is not a
mineral as defined by the
Mineral Resources Act
1989,’’ a spokesman for the
Department of Environment and Resource Management said.
‘‘It is alleged Unimin
had extracted the nonmineral sand along with
the mineral sand the
company is permitted to
extract under its mining
lease.
‘‘It is also alleged that
the company subsequently
sold the sand for various
purposes including use in
white mortar and fill, even
though it had no relevant
authority to remove or sell
the sand.’’
The charge carries a
maximum penalty of
$500,000. The case is due
to be mentioned in
Cleveland
Magistrates
Court this month.

According to statistics published
by Lifewise, the Investment and
Financial Services Association
(IFSA) initiative to address
underinsurance, the average life
insurance payout in 2008 was
only $91,5011.
For Australian families with children
under age ﬁve, the median amount
of debt is $167,0002 – highlighting
the shortfall many people face.
National Manager of Suncorp
Financial Planning, Jan Watman, says
many people think they’re adequately
covered when they’re not.

OFF TO COURT: Unimin is facing allegations it extracted non-mineral sand from North Stradbroke Island
without a permit. The charge carries a maximum penalty of $500,000.
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The
Belgian-owned
mining company was
charged late last year with
illegal sand mining after a
12-month Government investigation during which
the company’s Dunwich
offices were raided and
records seized.
The charges came after
The Courier-Mail revealed
the extent of sand mining
on North Stradbroke, with
large parts of the eco-

sensitive island resembling
a barren moonscape.
Now, Unimin is facing
fresh legal action. It was
this week charged with
allegedly taking sand from
North Stradbroke without
a permit.
Stradbroke Island conservationists
welcomed
the action but repeated
their calls for Unimin
to be charged with criminal theft.

‘‘This is a positive step
by DERM but our concern
is that this new charge is
yet another summary
charge, which means it is
finalised in the magistrates
court where the least
serious offences are dealt
with,’’ Friends of Stradbroke Island president Sue
Ellen Carew said.
‘‘We maintain that none
of the current charges
properly reflect the serious

nature of the allegations.’’
Mrs Carew said it was
estimated Unimin and its
predecessor Consolidated
Rutile had extracted up to
100,000 tonnes of sand a
year for 20 years and
allegedly sold it for as
much as $80 million.
Unimin, which has previously defended its North
Stradbroke sand mining
operations, did not return
calls yesterday.

“It’s nice to know you’ve got some
life insurance in super,” Jan says.
“But it’s typically only a minimum
level of cover, and it may not
be enough to provide for your
dependants.”
Jan recommends people talk to
a ﬁnancial planner about getting
a level of cover, and the right
types of cover, to suit their family
circumstances.
“Most families have incomes, debts
and lifestyle expenses they need
to protect. They just need more
appropriate levels of insurance to
protect them properly.”
Our team

APOLOGY
In the Woolworths Price Blitz advertisement
in the newspaper Thursday 10th June, 2010
the Morning Fresh Dishwashing Liquid 400ml
or 450ml varieties may not be available in all
stores due to stock issues.
We apologise for any inconvenience caused.

Suncorp has an experienced
team of specialist ﬁnancial
planners and advisers throughout
Queensland.
Their professional and honest
approach means you’ll get simple
and easy to understand advice on
how you can protect your family and
future with life insurance, trauma
insurance and income protection.
Call us or drop in to your local
branch to make an appointment.

HOT DEALS WORLDWIDE
On Monday July 19, The Courier-Mail will publish
Hot Deals Worldwide within the Your Money lift-out.
This special advertising feature is the perfect place to
advertise your ‘hot’ travel deal, product or service.

FOR BOOKINGS CONTACT
CHRISTINE HARADA
PHONE (07) 3666 6219
HARADAC@QNP.NEWSLTD.COM.AU
FRST

couriermail.com.au

Financial advice is provided by representatives
of Suncorp Financial Services Pty Ltd (SFS)
ABN 50 010 844 621, AFSL 229885. This
advice has been prepared without taking
into account your financial situation,
objectives or needs. Before acting you
should consider the appropriateness of this
advice having regard to your own ﬁnancial
situation, objectives and needs. Various
products and services are provided by
different entities of the Suncorp Group. While
SFS is a subsidiary of Suncorp-Metway
Limited ABN 66 010 831 722 AFSL 229882
(Suncorp Bank), Suncorp Bank is not
responsible for, does not guarantee and is
not liable in relation to products and services
provided by SFS or by other entities of the
Suncorp Group. Sources: 1. 2010 Lifewise/
NATSEM research. 2. Australian Bureau of
Statistics.
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