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Joh angry, and

-~ rift widens

By Political Reporter PETER TRUNDLE

THE rift between the Federal and State goverriments
widened yesterday with the Federal Government decision
to endsand mining on Fraser Island by December 31.

A period of major confrontation appears to be ahead.

The Premier (Mr. Bjelke-Petersen) is pulling no punches and is return-
ing to his anti-Federal Government isolationist Queensland stance. of the

Whitlam.era.

The Deputy Premier and Liberal Leader (Mr. Knox) is certain to back
him. The joint Government parties yesterday passed a motion criticising the

Federal Government's action
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Mr. Bjelke-Pelersen
told the press confer-
ence: “They suggested

the Federal Government
run Fraser Island in con-
junction with the State
Government.

“I told them it was a
tate matter and I also
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raining schemes and fi-
nance -Tor relocating
unemployed. But there
had been nothing specif-
ic.

The Premier said he
told Mr. Newman that
the Federal Government
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In @ letter sent to the
Queensland Premier (Mr.
Bjelke-Petersen) with
the Transport Minister
(Mr. Nixon) and the En-
vironment Minister (Mr.
Newman) yesterday, M.
Fraser proposed further
Commonwealth - State
consultations. .

He said -in his letter
these consultations would
cover—special —arrange-
ments to be made by the
Employment, and_Indus-
trial Relations Depart-
hent, the of

forestry on the mainland
and the development of
-the tourist potential of
Fraser Island and. the
Maryborough region.
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announced the Goverr-
ment’s decision 'in  Par-
liament at 6 pamy siter he
returned from Brisbane.
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mentn inquiry took. 15
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The Premier said the
State Government had to
accept the
decision.  Legal
was_against a challenge
in the High Court

A source close to Mr.
Bjelke-Petersen said y
The Prime Min-
Ister hasn't backed the
Premier on any projects
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Party
State president (Mr. R.
Sparkes)  said _last

night that his parts’ was
concerned that it had not
been possible to arrive at
& compromise. A phasing-
out period of even two
years could have per-
mitted miners and their
families o rearrange
their lives.

Hard decision

CANBERRA.— The Prime Minister (Mr. Fraser) told Federal Parlia-
ment yesterday the decision on Fraser Islond

had been difficult.

Mr. Newman said the
Commonwealth wits most
concerned to assist
people affected to find
suitable alternative em-
ployment, — but the Fed-
eral and State Govern-
ments, and employers
and unions concerned,
must act in a co-oper-
ative and constructive
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Next it's
uranium

From WALLACE BROWN _

CANBERRA,— The Federal Government is
expected now to move on to the big national
issue of uranium mining.

Several Ministers last
night -sald they antici-
pated that the Govern-
ment would agree -to-the
mining and _expore  of
urenium under ‘strict
con s
Safequards, as oitnet In
the recent Fox report.
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tional Countr:
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fhey said the Govern-
ment would haye been
able to demonstrate «its
concern for the-environ-
ment with its Fraser I5-
land decision — yet dlso
to demonstrate its con-
cern_for . world . energy
needs hy-~liowing -ura-
niunt to be exported.

In sddition, the" Goy-
ernment would be able ta

claim it was being con-
sistent, because in both
cases it would be follow~
ing broadly the recom-
mendations of - expert
committees,

Fraser at the
week-end promised a
perliamentary debate on
the Fox re
may hold this after a
Cabinet decision on ura-
is made.
as
sought by the Fox cam-
mitee.
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CAIRNS. — Keith
Tenhos, 42, of Earlville,
was killed about

530 am. yesterday in a

collistors between & mo-

bile-crane he was driving
and a trick on the Bruce
Highway at Edmonton.
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SYDNEY.— The A

drastic programme cuts in'a bld to save $2 mﬂllon and kup within its budget.

The political pm»
gramme - “State
" the Nation". wil

be
axed. :

TV

film  production
nd ‘the six

tlonal programme.

The ABC also will cut
radio spending, produc-
tion of planned TV-mov-
fes, & TV panel show, &
situation comedyand
some TV fentures.

Movie deal

.The cuts could mean
the end of ali” ABC-pro-
duced TV drama in &
tralia,

They could ‘mean col-
lapse of an $18,million
internationsl movie deal.

Some people will lose
thelrtjols In the foluhest
ost squeese the A

ced.

Fede;
fuses 3 request for more
than lon. to cover
{he expected cast of next
week's national wage
case decision:

1 4

AB.

he ABC c¢hairman
s Henry Bland) made
this clear in a statement
last night on the latest
cuts.

In Canberrs, the Post
and_Telecommunications
Minister (Mr. Robinson)
refused to guarantee that
the extra money would
be roridad.

. Rol sppear-
1ng on “*This Day
Tonight"smid he was
not in the of
committing hlmeelr to
any action on providing
finance,

The New South Wales
ABC Staff Assqciation
president  (Mz,

) said the cuts b
candalous

” an
The assoclation will hold

= specin] Federal confer-
ence in Sydney today to
discuss the decisions.
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